
Pictures courtesy of Quinn Evans, the architectural firm for the $22 million Woodlawn Branch renovation and 
expansion coming in fall 2025 and the brand-new Essex Branch, located at 1517 Old Eastern Avenue.

This election season, Question N includes nearly $60 million for new library buildings. 
The library of the 21st century is a modern hub for exploring, learning, creating and connecting. Today’s libraries are far more 
than books on shelves. The buildings are vibrant, multi-faceted community centers providing lifelong learning, access to 
technology and community engagement. In today’s libraries, one can find: 

Question N invests in the next chapter of libraries. 
Our library buildings average more than 55 years old. The way people use libraries has changed dramatically since many 
of these facilities were built. Question N includes funding for new branches with modern, flexible spaces to explore, learn, 
create and connect.  
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“There are certain features that we want to make sure that all of our libraries have: that they are sustainable, filled with 
light and color and that they’re beautiful. Libraries should be like palaces for the people, where no matter how much money 
is in your pocket, no matter what zip code you live in—that you get the opportunity to experience the best library possible.” 



ESSEX BRANCH  
Relocation and Expansion 
Relocated to property at 1517 Old Eastern Avenue. With 
$9.5 million secured through federal and state funding,  
a balance of $58 million is needed with the approval of  
Question N on this fall’s general election ballot.  
This building is proposed to be a 35,769-square-foot 
facility on a 4.61-acre site. Planned as a multiple split-
level building, it will celebrate Essex’s strong community 
pride, incorporating elements inspired by local history, the 
waterfront and the area’s aerospace manufacturing legacy. 
Initial renderings include a community garden, outdoor 
play and programming space, creative spaces, community 
conference rooms, food pantry, tool library and auditorium.

CATONSVILLE BRANCH  
Renovated and reopened in August 2024 
A $7 million renovation featuring state-of-the-art recording 
studios. Partially funded by a $3.5 million Maryland State 
Library capital grant.  

WOODLAWN BRANCH  
Renovation and Expansion 
Designed by Quinn Evans and funded by Baltimore County. 
At $22 million, this is the largest and most expansive 
renovation to take place in the history of the library system. 
This renovation leads the way for future projects. 

RANDALLSTOWN BRANCH  
Relocation and Expansion 
This state-of-the-art facility is expected to open in late 
2029, offering 38,000 square feet of library space and a 
14,000-square-foot recreation and parks facility. Located in 
the heart of the Liberty Road corridor near Scotts Branch 
Elementary School, this modern space replaces the current 
Randallstown Branch. Space includes library areas for 
adults, teens, tweens and children, community food pantry, 
flex/demo space, creation spaces, pickleball courts, activity 
spaces and gymnasium.

Baltimore County Public Library’s Building Philosophy 

Our library buildings and spaces are: 
•	 Designed and maintained to meet the 21st century 

needs of our users and communities. 
•	 Exciting, gracious and welcoming destinations  

and community hubs. 
•	 Open, light-filled and easy to navigate. 

•	 Flexible and adaptable to a variety of individual  
and collaborative user experiences. 

•	 Attractive inside and out.  
•	 Sustainable and energy efficient. 
•	 Secure, comfortable and accessible for all.  
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Question N For A Bold New Chapter 

Thank you for your consideration of Question N.  
You can help us turn a page to a brighter future. Your 

support is the foundation of our bold new chapter.  

Essex Branch Building Rendering

To learn more about the  
Essex Branch project, its next 
steps and how to support, visit 
foundationforbcpl.org/advocacy  
or scan the QR code.  


