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Get to know Jesmyn Ward before she takes
the stage at Booked for Baltimore County
Public Library on Sunday, September 13.

Whether you’re discovering her work for the first time
or are already a longtime fan, there’s no better way to
prepare for this special event than by diving into her
remarkable body of work. Explore our recommended
reading list of Ward’s acclaimed novels, memoirs and
essays, then learn more about her voice, inspiration
and creative process through a curated collection

of interviews, articles and conversations. We hope
these resources deepen your appreciation of one

of today’s most celebrated authors and enrich your
experience when you join us for an unforgettable
afternoon in September.

Books, Short Stories and Essays:
Where the Line Bleeds, 2008
Salvage the Bones, 2011

Cattle Haul, 2012

Men We Reaped, 2013

The Fire This Time, 2016

Sing, Unburied, Sing, 2017

Navigate Your Stars, 2020

Mother Swamp, 2022

Let Us Descend, 2023

On Witness and Respair: Essays, 2026

Articles and Interviews:
WITNESS AND RESPAIR: Vanity Fair, September 2020

ON WITNESS AND RESPAIR. READ THE
EXCLUSIVE EXCERPT: Vanity Fair, April 2026

THE OBSCURE WORD THAT HELPED NOVELIST
JESMYN WARD PROCESS HER GRIEF:
Mother Jones, July-August 2026

IN THE FACE OF DEVASTATING LOSS,
JESMYN WARD HOLDS ONTO ‘RESPAIR’:
NPR, May 2026

JESMYN WARD: CAN A DIVIDED NATION FIND HOPE?:
PBS, June 2026

foundationforbcpl.org/booked-for-bcpl


https://archive.vanityfair.com/article/2020/9/witness-and-respair
https://www.vanityfair.com/culture/story/jesmyn-ward-excerpt
https://www.vanityfair.com/culture/story/jesmyn-ward-excerpt
https://www.motherjones.com/media/2026/06/jesymn-ward-witness-respair-grief-hurricane-katrina/
https://www.motherjones.com/media/2026/06/jesymn-ward-witness-respair-grief-hurricane-katrina/
https://www.npr.org/2026/05/19/nx-s1-5823597/jesmyn-ward-on-witness-and-respair
https://www.npr.org/2026/05/19/nx-s1-5823597/jesmyn-ward-on-witness-and-respair
https://www.pbs.org/video/jesmyn-ward-can-a-divided-nation-find-hope-wepcxd/
https://foundationforbcpl.org/booked-for-bcpl/

